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work on this topic, and have reprinted both articles with his permission. 

 

 

The Power of Sin 
Originally published May 1988 

 

 We teach that the believer battles against an inner power which the Bible calls “sin.”  

In Rom.7:23 Paul writes, “But I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war 

against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my 

members.”  Notice this power or law of sin is not in the believer’s mind where his thoughts 

are generated, but in his body.  It is very much like a foreign agent which indwells his body, 

but not his soul or spirit.  Your mind is at war against this power.  “But, I am afraid, lest as 

the serpent deceived Eve . . . your mind should be led astray” (2 Cor. 11:3). 

 When you have a war going on at least two sides must be represented.  The power of 

sin obviously sides with Satan and your mind fights against this power; therefore, whose 

side is your mind on?  God’s!  It has to be, or else there would be no war inside you.  You 

“have the law of God written on your mind”  (Heb. 10:16).  You have a “sound mind”  (2 Tim. 

1:7 KJV). 

 However, most Christians have been taught that our war within is a civil war that 

you fight against yourself.  They interpret every verse that speaks of our inner struggle as 

if an “evil” side of the believer fights against his “good side. 

 Webster’s definition of the word personify is “to represent as a person.”  In GMI’s 

teaching, we identify the power of sin in the believer by personifying it.  We teach that sin 

has an intellect and two ingenious techniques by which it “wars against” the Christian’s 

mind.  One, it presents thoughts to the believer’s mind using first person singular pronouns 

(I, me, my, myself, etc.).  Second, it uses the flesh patterns in the believer’s brain as a 

channel through which to present thoughts to his mind.  Are we correctly interpreting the 

Word?  Let’s see. 

 By studying Phil. 3:4-8 one can discern that the Bible calls the old ways you and I 

have learned through walking in the world “flesh.”  Psychology would term these “memory 

traces in the brain.”  By limiting its communications with the believer’s mind to these flesh 

patterns and employing only first person singular pronouns, the power of sin can present 

thoughts which are not only familiar, but seem as though they are being generated by one’s 

own mind.  Once the believer “sets his mind” on them and accepts them they become his 

thoughts and he is deceived into “doing the very thing he does not wish” (Rom.7:15). 

 A man who had his Ph.D. from a well-known evangelical seminary said to me, “Bill, 

in your teaching you are personifying sin by stating that the believer has a foreign power in 

his body which gives thoughts to him seeking to influence him to do evil.  To my knowledge 

this has never been taught by the church.”  He wasn’t hostile, just making an observation.  

I pointed out it had been taught to the church…by Paul, who, via the Holy Spirit, was the 

doctrine’s principal penman.  But, somewhere along the line we have ceased to teach it, and 

the result has been defeated, impotent believers, a far cry from the first century church.  

 A tool which every Christian layman should have is An Expository Dictionary of New 

Testament Words by W.E. Vine.  Vine explains that the Greek word hamartia (which 

translates to the English “sin”) is a noun while hamartano (also translated “sin”) is a verb.  

In Rom. 6:14 where Paul writes, “Sin shall not be master over you,”  “sin” is a noun; while 

in verse 15, “Shall we sin. . .?” it is a verb.  In Romans chapters 5-8 the word sin appears 41 

times, once as a verb, forty times as a noun.  Why is this important?  Because if one 



  

interprets the word “sin” in Rom. 5 through 8 as a verb he will never understand these 

chapters which are so vital to walking in victory. 

 Through hearing hundreds of sermons and thousands of conversations in which sin 

was used as a verb, you and I have come to perceive the word “sin” only as an action word.  

Thus, when we read it in our Bibles we commonly perceive it as a verb. 

 It is critical that we understand this.  In Rom. 5:21;  6:12,14,17; 7:11,14,17,20,23,25;  

8:2;  1Cor.15:56;  Heb. 3:13;  11:25;  12:4;  Jas. 1:15b Vine states of the noun hamartia,  

“THIS GOVERNING PRINCIPLE IS PERSONIFIED.”  How can sin be personified, be 

“represented as a person?”  It generates thoughts and presents them to your mind for your 

consideration as if they were your own thoughts!  Incorrectly interpreting “sin” as a verb in 

these sixteen verses would have a similar effect on a Christian’s life as the student who 

never learned his locker combination.  Instead of growing to maturity he spins his wheel. 

 Sin personifies your extinct “old man” who was crucified in Christ.  Sin feeds 

thoughts to your mind as if it were the old man generating the ideas (Rom. 7:20).  You’ll 

think you are experiencing a monologue when in fact it’s a dialogue (parallel Rom. 

7:15,17,20).  That is the way sin has deceived many Christians into teaching that the old 

man is still alive.  They cite isolated verses in attempting to explain their experience.  This is 

called “proof texting” and is not legitimate biblical interpretation.  No one can accurately 

interpret Rom. 5-8 verse by verse and prove the old man still lives.  It states that he died in 

Rom. 6:2,4,5,6,7,8,11,13, et.al.  One life has resurrection power, Christ.  Since the old man 

cannot resurrect himself, we must search the Word to see what God identifies as our 

opponent within.  Rom. 5-8 says it is a power called “sin” (the noun). 

 

 

Most Christians have been taught 

that our war within is a civil war, 

that you fight against yourself. 
 

 

 As new men, we must be discerning about which thoughts originate in our minds 

and which ones are from this power, sin.  In 2 Cor. 10:5 Paul writes, ”. . . we are taking 

every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.”  We have three sources of thought: our 

sound mind, the Holy Spirit and the power of sin.  The thoughts from the Holy Spirit and 

our sound mind are godly.  1 Jn.3:9 says the new man cannot sin.  This means the new 

man’s mind cannot generate sinful thought, but is can surely receive sinful thought from the 

power of sin and put it into action.  To prevent this we must “take (sin’s) thoughts captive to 

the obedience of Christ” and act like we are dead to them (Rom.6:11-12) but “alive to God” 

(*Rom. 6:13).  By employing this battle tactic “sin (the noun) shall not be master over you” 

(Rom.6:14) deceiving you to sin (verb). 

 Where can this power reside if I am indeed a new man?  It lives within your body.  

The reason it can live there is because your body is not yet saved.  It’s dying, but will be 

saved at the rapture (Rom. 8:23b).  Your body is not evil, just condemned because it’s 

earthly.  Even though it is the temple of the Holy Spirit, it can never enter into the 

presence of God until it’s changed. 

 

 

If one interprets the word “sin” 

in Romans 5 through 8 as a verb, 

he will never understand these chapters. 

 
 



  

 This power is an agent of Satan.  Sin (the noun) entered the world at the fall when 

Adam sinned (verb) (Rom.5:12).  Your body inherited it through your dad’s body and 

originally from Adam’s body.  (This is one reason why it is imperative to understand that 

Jesus had no earthly dad.  Sin didn’t indwell Him.)  It can personify itself.  It has 

intelligence.  It obeys its master, Satan.  It can put thoughts into your mind.  It seeks 

control. 

 We are the only Bible some folks ever read, so when we allow the power of sin to 

control our behavior it damages Jesus’ credibility.  The higher profile Christian who 

publicly falls, the greater the smear on Jesus’ credibility.  Playboy prints the lurid details 

and sin suggests to many Christians that they should read the article and see the photos so 

they can “be informed.”  If the world sees us carrying out sin’s suggestion, we add to the 

smearing of Jesus’ good Name.  Then they have more “proof” Christianity is a farce. 

 The power of sin strives to lead us into sinning so people will see little in us that will 

give Jesus credibility.  More and more Christians are tubing it as God allows Satan to 

increase the pressure in these last dark days, but, along with this He is revealing more of 

Himself to those who hunger for Him.  I grieve for the men and women who have “yielded 

their members to the sin (the noun)” (Rom.6:13) to blight Jesus’ integrity before men.  We 

do not condemn them, only what they have done.  By dwelling on sin’s thoughts, they “did 

the very thing they did not wish” (Rom. 7:15) to satisfy the flesh.  There, but for the grace of 

God, go I; but by that grace I do not have to give in to the power of sin’s urgings.  “For sin 

(the noun) shall not be master over you”  (Rom. 6:14).  “He who has died is freed from sin 

(the noun)” (Rom.6:7).  “So consider yourselves to be dead to sin (the noun), but alive to 

God” (Rom. 6:11).  It is only in following the imperative of these verses that we can realize 

consistent victory over sinning (the verb). 

 Sin (the noun) cannot master you (Rom. 6:14).  It cannot make you sin.  Jesus said, 

“A house divided against itself cannot stand” (Lk.11:17).  You are not divided against 

yourself!  God has not set you up to guarantee failure!  You have one Master (Jesus).  Ignore 

sin’s thoughts which seek to control you and by Christ’s life, walk in victory.  You are dead 

to sin (the noun) so act like it.  Let your Master express His life through you. . . and bring 

honor to Jesus, beginning in your own house. 

 

-- Bill Gillham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
? Questions for Personal Insight 
 
1.  Why is the war within you not a civil war? 

 

2.  By understanding how sin speaks (first person pronouns and correlated with your old 

ways), try to verbalize specifically how your temptations will be communicated to you. 

 

3.  Are we teaching that you as a Christian do not have any responsibility for your sin 

(verb) or control over it? 

 

 
Answer Guidelines 

 
1. “Civil,” in this article, refers to an individual having warring factions within his person.  

The Bible states that your old self (lost man, sin nature) has been crucified with Christ 

and that you have been raised a new man in Him (Rm. 6:6 and 2 Cor. 5:17).  The conflict 

within seems like a civil war because of sin’s impersonation of the old dead self.  The 

fact is, you are entirely free, and responsible, to not obey sin (the noun) and its 

temptation.  There is a war but it is not civil.  It is bipartisan.  There are two distinct 

enemies in conflict, the Spirit of God and you, the new man, versus Satan and his 

henchman, the law of sin. 

 

2. You must understand, the law of sin will design his temptation to uniquely fit you and 

your flesh.  If you struggle with inferiority and insecurity sin may suggest, “If only I 

could be like Sally, then I wouldn’t have this problem.”  The person who has lived with 

rejection will receive input from sin saying, “I feel rejected and worthless.”  The over-

involved Christian suffering from false guilt and performance-based acceptance will 

hear, “I ought to work harder at the church.”  Sin will speak to those who feel self-

sufficient with, “I can handle it!”  And the list goes on.  Whatever your unique version of 

the flesh happens to be, depression, loneliness, timidity, fear, self-justification, guilt, 

etc., sin will use first person pronouns to offer a tempting, deceiving, or accusing 

statement to you via your thought life. 

 

3. No way!  You are squarely “on the hook” to resist sin (noun) and to confess and repent of 

sin (verb) in your life.  The fact is, we are taking a firmer stand on your personal 

responsibility than those who hold that you are engaged in a civil war.  If a Christian 

has not only a new nature but a sinful one too, he always has an excuse when he blows 

it.  “My old nature rose up!  One of these days I will be freed of it and won’t sin any 

more.”  Projecting blame onto something else is not being responsible.  You are a new 

man, period.  If you sin, you are responsible.  You allowed yourself to buy sin’s 

temptation.  You are “on the hook” to deal with it according to the Biblical prescription:  

Confession (acknowledging it) and repentance (leaving it behind).  However, you must 

remember, even though you buy into sin’s thought and sin, you did not generate the 

thought.  That is impossible for a new creation (1 Jn. 3:9 KJV). 

 

 

 



  

 

 

The “Power of Sin” Is Not The Sin Nature 
Originally published November 1988 

 

 
 I wrote an article entitled The Power of Sin in our May 1988 Ministry Letter.  In it I 

pointed out that the word “sin” appears forty-one times in Romans 5-8, forty times as a 

noun, once as a verb.  That is one of the most astounding revelations I have ever received 

from the Holy Spirit.  I believe that most people who read this section of Romans interpret 

the word sin as a verb, or if they do see it as a noun, they either interpret it as a single sin, 

which was committed, or as their sin nature. 

 

 As most of you know by now, GMI teaches that Christians do not battle against 

themselves, but against the power of sin, an agent of the devil, which works through the 

flesh (old ways) to try to control the soul (personality).  When we lose this battle, we “do the 

thing we do not wish” and fail to “do the thing we wish.”  We do not “wish” to sin, and yet 

we sin. 

 

The power of sin can represent 

itself as a personage 

 

 The power of sin is what its name implies, a power to entice you into sin.  It dwells 

in you (Rom.7:21), yet it is not you any more than a gold tooth that dwells in your mouth is 

you.  Sin’s goal is to deceive saints into living to get their needs (though good and godly) 

met by sinning rather than by using the Matt.6:33 method; that is, “seeking Christ first.” 

 

 The power of sin is not your sin nature.  Your sin nature is a synonym for old man or 

old self.  That “old you” was crucified in Christ (Rom. 6:6).  Before you were saved, it was as 

normal for your old nature to rebel against God’s authority as it is for a fish to swim.  

However, with salvation the new you hates to sin (Rom. 7:15a, 19, 22).  That’s why the 

Bible addresses Christians 56 times as “saints” (holy ones) rather than sinners saved by 

grace like we’ve erroneously believed.  Even the Corinthians, the most carnal church in the 

epistles, are called “sanctified” and “saints” (1 Cor. 1:2). 

 

 Yet the power of sin is alive and well in you, saint.  It indwells your body 

(Rom.7:23).  On page 1055 of W.E. Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, 

Vine states that sin is, “a governing principle or power” that is “personified” in the following 

passages.  He then lists sixteen verses in which this holds true.  The power of sin can 

represent itself as a personage. 

  

 You have heard us teach that the power of sin’s key tactic is to personify itself as 

your sin nature, the old man or the old you who was crucified with Christ.  It accomplishes 

this by sending thoughts into your sound mind, the “mind of Christ”  (1 Cor. 2:16), with first 

person singular pronouns in order to deceive you into believing that the old you has 

somehow jumped off the cross to “do the very thing you do not wish.”  Hey, nobody but 

Jesus can come down from a cross. 

 

You have been freed from being controlled 



  

by the power of sin 

 
 

 Let’s examine a few of the sixteen verses where Vine says the word hamartia, the 

Greek noun translated “sin,” is personified. 

 

 Therefore, do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts” 

(Rom.6:12).  Since sin is personified, let’s call it “Mr. Sin” so we won’t confuse it with the 

verb.  Mr. Sin tries to control you, to make you live to satisfy your bodily needs. 

 

 “For sin shall not be master over you. . .” (Rom. 6:14).   Mr. Sin (the personification) 

cannot master you.  Remember how sin is “represented as a person?”  It tries to master you 

through presenting thoughts to your mind by masquerading as the old man who has risen 

from the tomb.  But no one except Jesus can to that, right?  That’s not the old man; it’s the 

power of sin personified.   

 

 “But, thanks be to God that though you were slaves to Mr. Sin, you became 

obedient from the (new) heart . . . and having been freed from Mr. Sin, you became slaves 

of righteousness”  (Rom.6:17-18).  In both instances above, sin is a noun.  It doesn’t say, 

“you were freed from sinning (verb)”; rather, it teaches that you have been freed from 

being controlled by the power of sin, which results in sinning.  There’s a tremendous 

difference.  The first would be robotical sinless perfection; the second would require a 

moment-by-moment appropriation of your freedom from being controlled by Mr. Sin. 

 

 “But, if I am doing the very thing I do not wish, I am no longer the one doing it, but 

Mr. Sin which dwells in me (is somehow doing it)” (Rom.7:20).  This verse can really be a 

puzzler if you interpret the word “sin” as a verb.  But it’s a noun, and Vine says it is 

personified (represented as a person).  How is the power of sin involved in your sinning?  

The same way wind is involved in a windmill, electricity in a light bulb, water in a 

hydroelectric generator, or gasoline in an engine.  It’s a power.  If you let it, it will control 

you and you will sin (verb). 

 

 In the same way, Christ is your wind, electricity, water, or gasoline for righteous 

behavior if you will believe He is and act like He is by faith.  He, Himself, is the power in 

the Christian life. 

 

 

God is not mad at the saved 

 

 

 “But, I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of 

my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of Mr. Sin. . .” (Rom. 7:23).  Mr. Sin, the 

“personage,” wars, fights and seeks to control your mind.  But your mind does not want to 

be controlled by this power, so it fights back.  In a war there must be at least two sides 

represented and they must oppose one another.  Otherwise the war would cease.   Mr. Sin is 

on Satan’s side, so whose side is your mind on?  God’s (1 Cor. 2:16).  Otherwise the war 

would cease!  You hate to sin, right?  You like to get your human needs met (and that’s not 

evil), but you hate to sin in order to accomplish it. 

 

 The new man is a good person (saint) in Christ.  Read the first eight verses of 1 

Corinthians to discern what Paul; has to say about the Corinthians’ true identity in Christ.  



  

He calls them “saints (holy),” “confirmed to the end,” “blameless in the day of our Lord 

Jesus,” etc.  After reminding them of who they are, he kicks the daylights out of them 

because they are not acting like who they really are. 

 

 Can you see what a difference this makes in motivating a Christian as opposed to 

berating him by constantly telling him what a sorry, no-good sinner he is and how he is 

going to face an angry God someday?  Folks, it’s our ‘works’ which will be judged in the 

future, not our personhood (2 Cor. 5:10); and God is not mad at the saved.  He took out all 

the anger He had against us on Jesus (Isa.53).  We’ll either be rewarded or we’ll lose what 

we potentially could have won, but “there is therefore now no condemn-action for those 

who are in Christ” (Rom. 8:1). 

 

 “The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law” (1 Cor. 15:56).  The Law 

is the source of Mr. Sin’s strength.  To couple law with Mr. Sin is like pouring gas on a fire.  

This personage called sin needs a law to aid it if it is to optimally control you.  It “eats, 

breathes and sleeps” via the Law. 

 

 “The Law is not made for a righteous man”  (1 Tim. 1:9).  Why?  Because you, the 

righteous man (2 Cor. 5:21), don’t need it.  The lost man does (in order to show him his 

condition), but you don’t.  You now “have the laws of God written on (your) heart and mind” 

(Heb. 10:?16).  God’s ethical, moral law of agape is built into the new creation.  You desire 

to obey God.  Choose to let that law control you and you will keep the 

Commandments.  Jesus summed them up in loving God and others (Mk. 12:30-31). 

 

 “But encourage one another. . . lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness 

of Mr. Sin”  (Heb. 3:13b).  In this verse, sin is represented as a personage, which can harden 

you through deception. It’s not talking about the deceitfulness of a single sinful act, but of a 

power called, sin which “wars against your mind”  (Rom. 7:23). 

 

 “You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against Mr. 

Sin” (Heb. 12:4).  This is speaking of Jesus in the garden, not on the cross.  He “sweat great 

drops of blood” as He struggled against this power called “sin”” which was trying to coerce 

Him into rebelling against the Father God.  But He won!  And He continues to win in and 

through us if we, too, will learn that we are “dead to Mr. Sin” (Rom. 6:11). 

 

 These are some of the verses in which Vine says the word sin is personified.  As I 

have studied the Word, I believe there are additional ones which he does not mention.  In 

any case, it was exciting to discover that a man of Vine’s stature as a scholar testifies that 

the power of sin is often personified in the Word.  What liberty there is in knowing that the 

rebellious, evil, hateful thoughts I experience are being presented to my mind, not 

generated by it.  By simply standing on God’s Word and thinking, “Nope. I’m dead to you, 

Mr. Sin.  That’s not my idea,” and then acting “alive to God through Christ,” I have victory 

over the power of sin.  Truly, “Mr. Sin shall not be master over you. . .”  (Rom. 6:14a) when 

you act and therefore live like you are dead to its thoughts and alive to Christ. 

 

-- Bill Gillham 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

? Questions for Personal Insight 
 
1. Building on your understanding of the way Mr. Sin speaks while tempting you, write 

out a couple of temptation scenarios you readily identify with.  (Be sure to use first 

person pronouns) 

 

2. Who does Bill mean when he says, “(God) took out all the anger He had against us on 

Jesus? 

 

3. Why does this article make such a distinction for sinful thoughts being presented to 

your mind as opposed to being generated by it? 

 

Answer Guidelines 
 
1. The important matter here is to take time to grasp Mr. Sin’s game plan for tempting 

you.  If you struggle with self-condemnation, you can expect to hear, “I can’t believe I’m 

so stupid!  How much dumber could I be?”  For the person with lazy flesh the temptation 

will be, “I don’t need to ponder and think on these questions.  I’ll just go on down to the 

answers and scan them.”  Then there is the person with the proverbial poor self-image 

who can count on these thoughts being served up to them, “If only I were like Sally Jo I 

could be happy and like myself.”  Let me give one more before moving on.  “I can take 

care of this myself; I believe I can handle it on my own,” would be typical of the type 

temptation Mr. Sin would offer the individual with successful, competent, capable flesh 

patterns.  Use these examples to prime your thinking pump and personalize temptation 

to your experience. 

 

2. Simply put, God does not have an ax to grind with Christians or a score yet to settle.  

These matters were settled in Christ at the cross.  He took everything He couldn’t stand 

about us and crucified it with Christ Jesus.  Our sin nature, that is our Adam lineage, 

and the spiritual death that occurred thorough sin were abolished in Christ.  There is no 

longer anything left that will separate us from God.  Certainly He will convict of sinful 

behavior and discipline us into godly action, just as a loving father would do any son he 

loved.  However, this is a totally different matter than being angry with us for who we 

were in Adam. 

 

3. In order for your mind to generate sinful thought, it would have to be inherently sinful 

to some degree.  Since you have received the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16), it is not 

possible for part of your mind to be capable of generating sinful thought for this would 

be to say that Christ could generate sinful thought.  Being presented with sinful 

thought by the evil one does not constitute sin.  Even Christ was tempted with sinful 

thought during his experience in the wilderness.  For you and I to be presented with 

sinful thoughts is no more sinful than it was for Christ.  Now if we choose the thoughts 

as our own and carry them out, we have sinned by taking the thought as our own, 

something Christ never did. 
 


